
 An Ancient World of Law – Told by the SMC 
 
 

From king creators of famous law codes that served as models for others, including the Mosaic Law of the 

Bible, to the last Old Sumerian ruler of Lagash who was the earliest reformer… Law in ancient history is 

embellished by many personas.  

Although it is an unreasonable effort to summarize 5000 years of progress in justice with a few paragraphs, 

us, as The Student Moot Camp endeavored to achieve this.  

 

1) It is safe to say that in antiquity, the evolution of legal systems paralleled the complexities of 

burgeoning civilizations, each imbued with distinctive norms and statutes. The cradle of legal 

thought resides in Mesopotamia, where the Code of Ur-Nammu (circa 2100-2050 BCE) stands 

as an early testament to codified legal principles. This Sumerian proclamation delineated 

intricate rules, covering matters from property rights to familial obligations, encapsulating a 

societal ethos etched in cuneiform tablets. 

 

2) In addition to the historically legal statements above, the Hellenic world, with its penchant for 

intellectual discourse, manifested legal brilliance through the institution of the Athenian legal 

system. Rooted in democratic ideals, the courts of Athens, exemplified by the Areopagus, 

provided a forum for citizens to engage in dialectical contests, adjudicating disputes with an 

emphasis on reasoned discourse. The influence of these proceedings echoed through the 

corridors of Roman jurisprudence, where the Twelve Tables (circa 451-450 BCE) laid the 

groundwork for an enduring legal legacy. 

 

3) Another essential detail was Rome's legal architecture, as exemplified by the jurisprudential 

sagacity of figures like Cicero and Ulpian, blended stoic philosophy with pragmatic 

governance. The Roman Republic's legal apparatus underwent a metamorphosis, culminating 

in the Corpus Juris Civilis under Emperor Justinian I, an opulent compilation of Roman legal 

thought that endured well into medieval Europe. 

 

4) Beyond the Occidental realm, ancient India showcased legal sophistication through the 

Manusmriti, or the Laws of Manu, offering a Brahmanical perspective on societal order. 

Concurrently, ancient China navigated its legal landscape with the Qingming Code, a 

comprehensive legal compendium shaped by Confucian principles, resonating with notions of 

social harmony and filial piety. 

 

In summary, the jurisprudential tapestry of the ancient world unfurls as a rich tableau, where codes and 

doctrines became the cultural linchpins of their respective societies. These legal constructs, whether etched 

in clay, chiseled in stone, or transcribed on parchment, bear testament to the intellectual prowess and 

societal aspirations that animated the ancient legal edifice. 
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